i8o3]          JEFFERSON'S  DAUGHTERS              35

P/s since they have been there and really passed a most
delightful day. Before dinner he conversed with me,
and after dinner for two hours I had an interesting con-
versation with Mrs. R. She gave me an account of all
her children, of the character of her husband and many
family anecdotes. She has that rare but charming ego-
tism which can interest the listener in all one's concerns.
I could have listened to her for two hours longer, but
coffee and the gentlemen entered and we were inter-
rupted. But I became almost as agreeably engaged with
the lovely Ellen, her daughter, without exception one of
the finest and most intelligent children I have ever met
with. She is singularly and extravagantly fond of
poetry; I repeated to her Goldsmith's Hermit, which she
listened to with the most expressive countenance, her
eyes fixed on mine and her arms clasped close around me.
We became mutually attached to each other and I begged
Mrs. R. to let her spend a day with me. Her Mama
brought her the other morning and sent for her about
seven in the evening. She really was most charming
society for me. . . .

FROM SAMUEL HARRISON SMITH*

Washington, April 26, 1803. Saturday Evening.
Have just returned, my dearest Margaret, from a
dining party at Genl. Dearborn's, where I met with Mrs.
Madison and Mrs. Duval who, together with the ladies
of the house, enquired in a very friendly manner respect-
ing you and Julia. I have rarely spent more agreeable
hours at a dinner table. Mr. Granger,2 who was present

1 Mrs. Smith was on a brief visit to her relatives at Brunswick.

2 Gideon Granger, of Connecticut, Postmaster General for thirteen years,
and an active politician all his life.Affaires at Washington
